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4/ 19/ 73 President/Henry Petersen Oval Ofice 10:12-11:07 a. m

M. Petersen is here.

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

Fine. [I'll be finished --ulould you tel
himthat (unintelligible) You know I'm
sorry. | keep thinking (unintelligible)

Mor ni ng, M. President.

Come on in (unintelligible) wanted to get
you back in the court room | wanted to
tell you -(unintelligible) which I think
probably should be (unintelligible) in this
whol e t hi ng.

Yes, | need to know.

Well, the problembasically is this.

This-is the Ell sberg case. You renenber our
| at e, dear departed friend, Edgar Hoover You
will recall -you know how he handl ed the

El | sberg case. Personally, it involved
Marx. He was one of his closest friends.
Marx. Not the Marx Brothers, the toy
makers.

Um

Mar x' s daughter is married to Ellsberg and
Hoover just kicked and churned and said,
"I"'mjust not going to investigate this

thing. | can't doit.” (Unintelligible)
This is at |east what we got through
Mtchell. Under the circunstances, Henry,

an investigation was undertaken with a very,
very small crew at the Wiite House. That's
where the Hunt group -nothing in terns of
break-ins or anything was approved. But
seei ng what these crazy bastards have done
since, and seeing what -now the
investigation also and this is the hopeful
thing as far as the prosecution,.they didn't
do a damm bit of good. | nean all they got,
they got nostly what appeared in the papers

RESTRI CTED-“ D’
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VWhat | think is this. None of it will winin
the prosecution. Then after that finally
Hoover got into it. Now, when Hoover got into
it it should now be wiretapping.

Ch?

He said there was no question about that.
don't know who he wiretapped. But | nean that
nati onal security taps were used at that tine
and then as you know with the hul |l abal oo that
arose out there we knocked off all of those
taps (unintelligible). |1 amquite aware of
the fact that we do a ot of business in this
field.

Yes sir, yes sir. And | don't know ---

| just want you to know. | just -want you to
know t hat mny purpose--

Yes sir. W could hardly be called illegal in
this field--

My purpose in the Hunt thing in calling you is
sinply to say it is, it was a nationa

security investigation. It is not related in
any way to the Watergate thing.
Correct.

And that the purpose of it was

Well, is there any other -you know | can't
stay away fromthat which I don't know.

Certainly. D d Hunt do anything el se?

Is there any other national security stuff
that we could --

Yes.
-inadvertently get into through Hunt.

Yes, you could get into other things. For
exanpl e, Hunt -Hunt involved in bugging,
apparently. He tried, for exanple, on one
occasion, he was --it was basically
(unintelligible) Ellsberg period, you know,
this place was | eaking like a sieve, and you
remenber Kissinger's National Security people.

Yes, sir. | do.
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We had a horrible tinme and frankly the
country was in jeopardy because | -it was

i nperative that our situation with foreign
governments and -a lot of others that 1'd
get Hoover in and say, "Dam it, we've got
to (unintelligible).” (Unintelligible) for
nmysel f. You know how Hoover was. You know,
but he hated to get into anything involving
press. So when you -1 think though, quite
candi dly, Hoover for years -you should know
t hi s--bugged the-- RESTRI CTED- “ B’

| renmenber the situation, but | don't
(unintelligible)

| can't tell you --

| remenber the entire thing, | renenber. |
know who you nmean but | can't recall his
nanme, either

RESTRI CTED- “ B”

And | know that when | first came into
office he used to send that stuff over here
by the carload. He used to |love that sort
of thing. That we discontinued also. W
di sconti nued t hat.

Well, | should say, M. President, just
coincidentally that since they transferred
the Internal Security Division to me, uh

You have (unintelligible)
Yes. And |I-1. But I'malso
| don't know

The authority runs fromyou to the Attorney
Gener al .

Certainly.

The way sone of it is being exercised is
only (unintelligible)

What ?
The way sone of it is being exercised is
only (unintelligible). | just set up.

j ust set up.
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| don't want the dammed thing
(unintelligible) you understand. |
understand it's been knocked off. | want
sonme -1 don't want (unintelligible)
understand you're going after gangsters or
other things like that. It just isn't worth
it.

No. | amnot tal king about the national
security stuff in the country. | amtalking
about either foreign intelligence stuff. |
am hol di ng sone of them up am hol di ng sone
of them up because they have to be approved
by a Deputy sonebody over at the State
Department and we are tightening up the
procedure. That's all.

The President approves (unintelligible)
| under st and.
| don't know about the Attorney General

RESTRI CTED- “ B” --nNow, Yyou
have al so heard about Joe Kraft.

Yes, sir.

You've read that colum. (Unintelligible)
was bugged, | think. But what it involved
were | eaks of national security docunents
that had gotten into Kraft's colums and so
forth and so on. Nothing cane of it as a
result except, they, | think, fired sonebody
over here. Now that -now that's another

t hi ng.

Ri ght .

| just wanted you to know that they are
investigating, but it is mniscule conpared
to what Johnson was doing. You--you know
what | nmean. As you know, it was very heavy
during that period -very, very heavy. And
as Sullivan sent a nenorandumto nme and it
was pretty shocking. He went after

St evenson on the Denocratic Conmmttee and

al so bugged our plane during the canpaign.

| under st and.
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Now, my point is that that doesn't justify
anything now But in the case of the Hunt thing,
you shoul d know that when he was at the Wite
House and he was working in the field of drugs.
He worked on this particular activity and Liddy
worked with himas | understand. | think Liddy
did too. This -but frankly, | really didn't
know this nyself until this case came out. |
said, "What in the (expletive renoved) is Hunt
doi ng?” | understand what he was doi ng and
woul d have approved at the tinme because we had
not hing that we could get out of Hoover. Hoover
di d conduct the investigation and did a hell of
a good job. Hoover did reconmend the

i nvestigation to the prosecution on Ell sberg
which | think is probably safe. | don't know if
he will nmake it or not.

I don't know either.
| hope so.
Incidentally..

I want you to understand that | have never used
the word national security unless it is. As far
as Watergate is concerned, or any of that crap,
you just -but when | called you the other day I
said | amnot going to let any stone unturned
and that is what you and | have got to
understand. But | am anxious to get one or two
things, Henry, very inportant. |In terns of
privilege --That you -that, One. Any
conversations with the President are obviously
privil eged.

Yes, sir. | understand that.

Everybody shall have a mind and any
conversations -and the in the national security
area -you can ask any others around here -you
ask Dean -Dean-Ehrlichman and Hal deman if Hunt
was involved in the Ell sberg -and-he was

i nvolved we called it the plunbing operation.
And basically it was | eaks fromthe Nationa
Security Council which appeared in the colums
and it involved only and did not involve any uh
-it did not involve any uh any electronic

devi ce, evesdropping, but it involved a hell of
an investigation, one hell of a lot.

| indicated to you--



PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

PRESI DENT:

PETERSEN

6

That’'s as much as | know about it at this
tine.

| indicated to you the other day —

| don't know whet her Dean -Dean may be quite
famliar with this because he was very nuch
-you know what | nean, he was sort of in
charge of this kind of activity and hf~ may be
famliar with it and he may not be but | have
tried to get this sorted out. | have just had
themon it over here, as you know, what did
they do and what is there as far as | am
concerned, | don't m nd anything com ng out,
but -want anything com ng out on the Ellsberg
t hi ng.

Ri ght.
W had to do it. | don't want anything com ng
out on what we were doing with NSC. | don't

want anything com ng out -what we were doing
- Hoover (unintelligible) Hoover
(unintel ligible)

(I naudi bl e)

(Unintelligible) I amhoping for the day when
the man | have in mnd for that job gets away
fromwhat h6 is presently doing so | can put

himin but we have got to get a man in there

and fast. And | amgoing to clean everybody

out of the Bureau, at second |evel.

Ever ybody.

Well---He needs -he's a little ---

You know you -with a job Iike his.
(Unintel ligible)

It's not a job anybody should run for, M.
Presi dent .

VWhat is that?

It's not a job anybody should ask for or run
for. The responsibilities are al nost as great
as your O fice.

You should know that | felt -that you were
--you cane highly comended. Mtchell said
Henry Petersen is the best guy for the job.

In this present difficulty, I amflattered.
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Well, it’s a hell of a thing--a very
i nportant thing;

M. President, the other day | indicated
that we had a problemw th | eaks, and as you
know, we do.

It was shocking to ne to see Strachan's
testimony--not his | atest testinony where
the U S. Attorney—

Well, I think we are going to have to do
sonet hi ng. . .

(Unintelligible) verbatimverbatim
(unintelligible) legality of this thing
(unintelligible).



